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Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Regeneration, Communications, Strategic Projects and Greater 
Manchester Relationships Portfolio.

Grenfell fire

Following the horrendous fire in Kensington, I called on Rochdale Boroughwide Housing to carry 
out extra fire safety checks on the College Bank flats. Hopwood Hall College has carried out 
similar checks on the cladding on the Rochdale campus building and declared it safe.

The Council is taking independent advice on the cladding of terraced homes we have installed 
to improve insulation of the properties.

I have, on behalf of the Council, expressed our sorrow and sympathy to the relatives of the 
victims and all those affected by the disaster.  I have also written to the new Housing Minister 
asking the government act urgently to provide the funding needed to make tower blocks safe, 
including the removal of cladding and the installation of sprinklers and fire alarms in communal 
areas.

I have also asked the Chief Executive to review our disaster emergency plans to ensure we 
would be able to cope should a similar event occur here.

Community initiative from Marks and Spencer

Good new in that Rochdale’s been picked by Marks and Spencer as one of only 10 areas 
nationally to pilot a pioneering programme which partners them with local councils and charity 
partners to support community initiatives.

The two-year trial includes a range of actions designed to tackle the issues that mean most to 
communities, including unemployment, skills shortage, loneliness, poverty and mental health 
and wellbeing.

Tackling child obesity

The Council has launched a major campaign to tackle childhood obesity. The problem is a 
ticking time-bomb that could have a devastating impact on the health and quality of life for future 
generations. The Council has made this a priority for public health funds and are working with 
schools, health and the youth service and other agencies to make a real impact in tackling the 
issue. More details of the campaign are included in my report below on Communications 



On the buses

I am really pleased to support an innovative scheme which will see 100,000 Greater 
Manchester’s 16-18 year olds benefit from half price bus travel. The offer has been agreed by 
Greater Manchester’s Mayor Andy Burnham and the county’s bus operators. 

The fare reduction will make it easier for our teenagers to access more work opportunities, 
training, education and skills. All they’ll have to do is apply for a personalised 16-18 Get Me 
There smartcard, issued by TfGM. It will let teenagers buy a new Junior Day Ticket when 
travelling by bus.

Next budget will be challenging

The Cabinet has embarked on a fresh round of savings to meet the task of setting the 2018/19 
budget.  It’s important that, as a council, we keep a tight control over our budgets.

A major part of that work is the budget challenge sessions cabinet members are involved in. 
Despite facing millions pounds more of cutbacks because of underfunding of council budgets by 
central government, our priority is protecting front line services as far as possible – health, social 
care, education, the environment and community services, including libraries.

But with reductions approaching £200M since 2010, it is becoming almost impossible to fully 
protect the essential public services so many of our residents rely on.

Big Change, Rochdale

A new campaign and website urging shoppers to donate online instead of giving cash to people 
on the streets has been launched.

The aim of the site, Big Change Rochdale, is to encourage people to donate either their time or 
cash to local charities, rather than giving directly to people asking for money. The website also 
gives people information on practical ways they can support local charities, like Petrus, Stepping 
Stone Projects and the Sanctuary Trust.
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Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)

Our planned new retail and leisure development, Rochdale Riverside, took a huge step forward 
in April when the planning application was approved by Councillors.  The flagship development 
will bring around 24 shops, including Next and M&S, as well as restaurants, a six-screen 
cinema, 340 parking spaces and will create 1,000 new jobs and boost the local economy 
annually by £17m.  We are in detailed negotiations with a number of other tenants to occupy the 
scheme and hope to announce these within the next few months.  Work is expected to start on 
site in autumn 2017, with completion due in 2019.    

Rochdale Town Hall 

Our revised Stage 1 bid for our fantastic Town Hall was submitted to HLF in December 2016.  
The Heritage Lottery Fund have recently announced their decisions on the annual major 



heritage grant applications, including our bid to restore our Town Hall, one of the most important 
buildings in the country. They were very positive about the quality of our bid and rated it a high 
priority, but unfortunately rejected it this time due to the lack of available funds. There was only 
£40m available for 22 bids totalling £224m and it was inevitable that most applicants would be 
left disappointed. The competition was incredibly fierce again this year, with well-respected 
national institutions like the Imperial War Museum, National Archives and the Tate also having 
their bids rejected.  Whilst it is deeply disappointing to learn that Rochdale was not successful in 
securing the funding it needs, we remain absolutely committed to safeguarding this stunning 
architectural gem for future generations and are continuing to engage with the Heritage Lottery 
Fund while also exploring other options. We will also press on with the planned improvements to 
the Town Hall Square, which will get under way later this year.

Baillie Street and lower Yorkshire Street public realm improvements

Works on the new paving along Baillie Street and lower Yorkshire Street are nearing completion.  
The re-paving in natural stone is complete and the carriageway resurfacing will begin shortly.  
All works and installation of street furniture will be complete by mid-July.  The bollards will be 
installed and commissioned in August when access to this area for service vehicles will be 
restricted to between 6pm and 10am to make the street safer and more attractive to shoppers 
and visitors.   

Market 

The site of the new market is in the heart of the historic town centre, next to the recently 
completed re-opened River Roch, with the capacity to accommodate around 25 to 30 stalls.  
The planning application for the siting of the new outdoor market onto The Butts and the 
conversion of the former Santander building was submitted at the end of last year.  We are 
continuing to identify a practical solution to provide suitable loading access for the market and 
hope to secure planning permission for the scheme in the near future.   The Santander building 
is now owned by the Council and the first phase of refurbishment to clear damage from the 
floods has been completed. Further work to fit out the building will be completed over the 
coming months.  The Council is currently formalising the contract with the appointed market 
specialists Quarterbridge so they can establish the market and we will have a clearer idea of 
timescales once this contract is in place

Town Centre Business Rates Scheme

Since the launch of the business rates support scheme in Rochdale town centre last year, there 
has been a flow of new private sector investments into the town.  This successful scheme was 
extended and re-launched last year to provide a further 30% discount in the third year of 
occupation, in addition to the 80% in year one and 50 % in year two. The scheme has also been 
extended to Heywood and Middleton town centres.  Following the extended scheme being 
formally launched in July 2016 a total of nine new businesses have been awarded grants and 
are now established across all three town centres.  

Independent Retail Business Support Scheme

We are continuing to provide extra support to new independent retailers setting up a shop in our 
town centres.  Our support scheme provides up to £5,000 grant for fit-out/shop fronts for eligible 
retailers – at 50% of the total costs of works.  The scheme has been formally launched and 
applications are being encouraged from businesses and individuals wishing to establish in our 
town centres.  We have already received interest from a number of property owners and 
businesses about the new scheme, and to date two grants have been approved with two further 
applications currently being assessed.   



Drake Street

We are working with a number of property owners to increase the supply of good quality 
residential property within the Town Centre, with an initial focus on the Drake Street area. This 
will increase Town Centre footfall and local spend as well as assisting in meeting new housing 
targets using previously developed sites.

Rochdale Railway Station

The Council and Transport for Greater Manchester have commissioned a study to develop and 
cost options for the upgrade of the main road entrance of Rochdale railway station.  As part of 
the running of additional services through Rochdale from 2018, we are working with Network 
Rail and Arriva North to seek funding for these and other passenger improvements at the 
station.  

East Lancashire Railway

The Council has appointed Mott MacDonald and Network Rail to carry out a feasibility study into 
the practicality of extending the heritage railway line to Castleton railway station, including the 
reopening of an arch in the Manchester Road bridge to provide an additional platform.  The first 
phase of land needed for the platform has been assembled by the Council through a land swap 
agreement.  This land may, in the short term, provide additional rail user parking.   

A new café coach and children’s play area, supported by Heywood Township opened on 10th 
June increasing the visitor attraction of Heywood Station. 

MIDDLETON TOWN CENTRE

Edgar Wood & Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative

The repair and restoration of the Edgar Wood designed private residences at 48, 51 and 53 
Rochdale Road have recently been completed and the restoration of his Staircase and Exedra 
in Jubilee Park, including new landscaping, will be completed in the next few weeks. The 
£500,000 restoration of Wood’s Long Street Methodist School will, subject to final Heritage 
Lottery Fund approval, begin during the summer.

Improvements to Northern Gateway to Middleton Town Centre

The major paving scheme was completed earlier in the year and other public realm works, 
including the rebuilding of a Victorian retaining wall, reinstatement of railings and landscaping, 
have been completed in the last few weeks. Building on the success of supporting existing and 
new businesses in the Conservation Area, a further nine properties will be supported with 
shopfront improvement grants, with work starting later in the summer.

Middleton Triangle

The public realm, paving works and property improvements within Middleton Triangle 
conservation area are now complete making a significant visual improvement within the town 
centre. The works have been well received by Members, property owners, retailers and 
shoppers.



BUSINESS PARKS 

Kingsway Business Park
Construction of the JD Sports Distribution Centre continues at pace. A good proportion of the 
structural steelwork has now been erected. The building is expected to be completed in early 
2018 and operational some six months later. When completed, this will provide another 200 jobs 
which will be available for Rochdale residents, taking the total jobs to 1700, and increasing to 
over 2,000 at peak periods.

I recently attended the April meeting of the Kingsway Partnership. This was an excellent 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the other partners (Wilson Bowden Developments, 
the Homes and Communities Agency and Rochdale Development Agency) and to talk about the 
challenges facing Kingsway in the forthcoming years. We all have a shared agenda of trying to 
secure further deals which will bring new jobs to Rochdale.           

Heywood Distribution Park
Work completed last year on the two new units – one 145,000 sq ft and the other 67,000 sq ft.  
Moran Logistics has signed a lease for the 67,000 sq ft unit to create an additional north west 
hub and the larger unit appears to be under offer. There is also interest in the last remaining plot 
on HDP, with a local company close to agreeing a deal to relocate to a new 250,000 sq ft facility, 
resulting in increased job numbers and further growth. Currently the business park is close to 
90% occupancy, demonstrating the popularity of the location and the need for additional 
commercial space in this area. RDA’s Business & Investment Team continue to work with 
agents to market available properties on the distribution park.

Stakehill Industrial Estate

Around 40% of the industrial units at Stakehill Industrial Estate are managed by CEG, on behalf 
of institutional funders.  In May 2017, the CEG portfolio was put on the market with the 
expectation of reaching above the asking price. This is a very positive reflection of the current 
position at Stakehill, as the reasons cited for the sale include a high level of demand for quality 
units, vacancy rates being low, and the quality of the premises at Stakehill. Rochdale Council 
and Rochdale Development Agency will seek an early meeting with the new owners when the 
sale has been completed.     

The recently refurbished Howard Tenens unit (the former Wincanton Unit) is now almost 
completely let. Tenens held a launch event in April and are hopeful of attracting occupiers for 
the remainder of the floorspace in the near future.

The totem signage at the Whitbrook Way entrance to the estate is due for installation in June 
2017. This will create a very impressive gateway into the estate, giving it a real sense of 
presence from the A627M. Internal signage was upgraded last year across the business park.

All the occupiers of the Estate have been invited to a Business Breakfast meeting in July. This 
will be an excellent opportunity for businesses to meet each other and to express their view 
about the way forward for Stakehill, although the occupancy rates are currently at around 75%, 
with strong interest in the former Aldi units.      

OTHER REGENERATION ACTIVITY 

M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme
The planning application for the link road between Junction 19 of the M62 and Heywood 
Distribution Park, plus the associated housing and employment space is still undergoing 



consideration by officers of the Council, in their role as Local Planning Authority. It is likely that 
this application will be presented to Committee in early Autumn. 

COMMUNICATIONS

The communications team is working on our three priority areas – childhood obesity, promoting 
business, and tourism. 

The child obesity summit held last month was used to start a campaign that is being promoted in 
schools across the borough. Using our new Healthy Heroes brand we are educating children 
and families about healthy eating, exercise and other information that will help us fight what is a 
terrible national problem.

The communications team has also inspired more adults active to get active with a series of 
videos showing 10-minute walks in some of our glorious parks and countryside.

We have also developed a new tourism strategy focussing on great days out, weekend stays 
and the council’s magnificent calendar of events. We will be using a new website, promotional 
film, high impact photos and booklets distributed across the north. We are working with Creative 
England to improve its database of places to film, with the message that the borough is open to 
programme and film makers.

Thanks to communications we have increased the number of foster care enquiries we receive 
and the team is finalising videos to use as part of a new foster carer recruitment campaign – 
focusing on the excellent support given by the Council. You will be aware that we also supported 
Co-operatives fortnight, as you would expect from the town where the movement was born. A 
flag-raising ceremony was held at the town hall and throughout the fortnight we shared 
examples that showed that the co-operative spirit is still strong in Rochdale.

Communications is also promoting our events, drawing record numbers to the wedding show 
and helping to make a success of the first Street Eat event, which attracted more than 3,500 
visitors over the May bank holiday weekend. As well as food from excellent local businesses, 
the crowds enjoyed live music and entertainment. The event was organised by Rochdale Town 
Centre Management and promoted by the council and showcased local restaurants, suppliers 
and producers.

Special mention must go to the website team who have again achieved the maximum 4-star 
rating for the council website. Thanks to their work we are one of only 16 councils in the country 
that maintained a 4-star rating.

Finally …. Queen’s speech left me speechless

The new session of Parliament and the Queen's Speech offered very little for Rochdale in 
tackling the funding crisis facing adult care, improving job and training prospects for young 
people or tackling the housing crisis ... and pretty much everything else.

Councillor Richard Farnell
Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Regeneration

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Regeneration Portfolio


